Best Practices for the Session 2022-23

Institutional Best practice-1

Title of the Practice: Preservation of Cultural Heritage through ‘Khuel Jatra’

Objectives:

- To develop and promote the rich diversity and uniqueness of traditional culture and
practices of Western Odisha.

- To emphasize folk and tribal arts and generate awareness about the preservation of
vanishing art forms.

- To acquaint students and the public with the rich tribal culture, music, and dance forms
that are on the verge of extinction.

- To revive interest in dying art forms, artifacts, cuisine, dress, and music of Western
Odisha and the tribal communities of Sundargarh district.

- To unearth and showcase hidden talents and skills among students.

Context:

Culture and tradition play a crucial role in shaping the identity of societies and individuals.
Western Odisha, with its tribal dominance, boasts a distinct cultural identity rich in unique songs,
dance forms, languages, and festivals. However, in the face of modern technological
advancements, traditional practices are losing their appeal. To bridge this gap and connect the
younger generation with their cultural heritage, it is essential to promote and celebrate these
traditional art forms and customs.

The Practice:

The ‘Khuel Jatra’ was inaugurated on January 12, 2023, coinciding with National Youth Day.
This vibrant cultural fest was marked by a road show in front of Government College,
Sundargarh, and generated immense excitement among students and the local community. The
event was launched by the Collector and District Magistrate of Sundargarh, alongside the
Principal of the college, Dr. KK Das, who played a pivotal role in conceptualizing and executing
the event

The fest featured:

-Dance Performances: Group dances including Sambalpuri, Sadri, and other tribal folk
dances.

- Music: Traditional Sambalpuri and Sadri songs performed by talented students.



- Art and Artifacts: Display of tribal art, artifacts, and traditional cuisine.

-Live Demonstrations: On-the-spot paintings by artists, herbal medicine displays, and
performances of traditional dance forms like ‘Pala’ and ‘Kirtan’.

-Cultural Exhibits: Traditional musical instruments (Dhol, Nisan, Jhanj, Muhuri), jhotis
(floor patterns), sand art, bridal attire, and traditional weapons.

The event successfully highlighted the tribal culture and traditions, engaging both students and
the community.

Evidence of Success:

The ‘Khuel Jatra’ has been lauded for its innovative approach to preserving cultural heritage.
The event garnered widespread appreciation from students, staff, and the public, fostering a
renewed interest in traditional customs and practices. It provided a significant platform for
students to showcase their talents and has been integral to the institution’s mission of delivering
holistic and inclusive education.

Problems Encountered and Resources Required:
- Resource Limitations: Insufficient resources to scale the event.
- Time Constraints: Limited time for thorough planning and execution.
-Lack of Infrastructure: Absence of a dedicated tribal museum to facilitate arrangements.
-Student Engagement: Varying levels of interest in traditional practices among students.
Future Recommendations:

-Increased Funding: Seek additional resources and sponsorships to enhance the scale and
scope of the event.

-Extended Planning Time: Allocate more time for meticulous preparation and coordination.
-Infrastructure Development: Consider establishing a tribal museum within the institution
to support such events.

-Student Engagement: Implement educational programs to foster greater interest in
traditional practices.

Overall, ‘Khuel Jatra’ stands as a testament to Government College, Sundargarh’s commitment
to preserving and celebrating its cultural heritage while promoting the holistic development of its
students.
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INSTITUTIONAL BEST PRACTICE-2

Title of the Practice: Green Campus Initiatives

The primary goals of Government College, Sundargarh's environmental initiatives are to
instill a profound appreciation for environmental conservation among students and staff. These
objectives include enhancing environmental awareness, prioritizing environmental issues,
maintaining a pollution-free campus, and preserving the institution's rich biodiversity.

The environment is crucial for sustaining life on Earth, yet global issues such as climate change,
erratic weather patterns, and natural disasters often go unaddressed due to ignorance and lack of
awareness. Education and proactive engagement are essential to combat environmental
degradation and promote sustainability.

The Practice:

Government College, Sundargarh, has established itself as a leader in environmental
stewardship. Guided by a comprehensive Green Policy document, the institution emphasizes
environmental education through a range of activities, including seminars, lectures, rallies,
cleaning drives, tree planting, and gardening. Collaboration among faculty, NCC, NSS units, and
students drives the success of these programs, integrating environmental consciousness into daily
campus life.

Evidence of Success:

The institution's efforts have led to significant improvements. The previously barren
campus is now adorned with lush greenery, creating an aesthetically pleasing and
environmentally friendly space. These initiatives have not only enhanced the campus
environment but also increased students’ environmental awareness and developed their
teamwork, leadership, and problem-solving skills. Active student participation reflects a growing
commitment to sustainability.

Problems Encountered and Resources Required:

Challenges include limited funding, which restricts the scope of green initiatives, and the
need for sustainable practices that require ongoing commitment from all stakeholders.
Additionally, insufficient staff impacts the maintenance of these initiatives. To address these
issues, increased financial support and collaborative efforts are necessary. Adequate manpower
is also required to ensure the continuity and success of green practices.



By addressing these challenges and leveraging increased support and resources,
Government College, Sundargarh, can continue to advance its green campus initiatives. The
institution’s commitment to sustainability not only enhances the campus environment but also
cultivates a generation of environmentally conscious leaders and citizens.
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